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On behalf of the board of trustees and staff members at Palama Settlement, it is our honor to
present to you the 2023 Annual Report, highlighting the major events and accomplishments
achieved in our 127th year. We extend our appreciation to all the devoted individuals and
partner organizations that enable us to provide the highest quality in our programs and services.
This past year has been a testament to our shared commitment to fostering resilience,
empowerment, and opportunity for individuals and families in our community.

Throughout 2023, we saw remarkable milestones that underscore the spirit and mission of
Palama Settlement. Our Community services remained a cornerstone of our services in 2023.
Through food distribution drives, clothing donations, and emergency assistance programs, we
were able to support families facing economic hardship. Our community services center served
as a vital hub, connecting individuals with essential services during challenging times. 
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Our youth development programs continued to nurture young minds and provide them with
tools for academic and personal success. Our health and recreation initiatives have also made a
lasting impact to meet the needs of our diverse community members. Additionally, the
continued success of our senior programs has created opportunities for engagement,
camaraderie, and lifelong learning, with attendance increasing by over 20% from the previous
year.

None of these accomplishments would have been possible without the unwavering
generosity of our donors, the dedication of our volunteers, and the hard work of our staff.
Together, we are building upon the foundation of hope and opportunity, ensuring that Palama
Settlement remains a place of support and empowerment for all. 
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C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e s

Hawaii Walls
In 2023, Jasper Wong—creator of Hawai‘i Walls—coordinated over 30 artists from around the world who
gathered at Palama Settlement to paint more than 30 murals across the campus. The artwork transformed
our community, bringing vibrant energy to public spaces and celebrating the spirit of Kalihi-Pālama.

Emergency Food Pantry
The Emergency Food Pantry at Palama Settlement remained a vital resource throughout 2023, supported
by our partnership with Hawaii Food Bank’s Ohana Distribution. The pantry operated four days a week
from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM, with assistance available outside these hours when needed.
Weekly food distributions on Wednesdays provided 20 to 25 boxes of fresh produce, sourced from Ham
Produce & Seafood, to community members.

Christmas Event & Toys for Tots Drive
Our first post-pandemic Christmas celebration welcomed over 1,500 community members—making it the
largest holiday event we’ve ever hosted. With generous support from the U.S. Marines’ Toys for Tots,
Walmart, Target, and individual donors, the event featured festive food, live entertainment, a toy
giveaway with more than 900 toys, and a prize raffle for adults.

Kaukau Corner
Since its introduction in October 2022, the Kaukau Corner program gained significant popularity. The
program distributed meals, purchased from River of Life Mission, to children that attended afternoon
sports and digital arts programs. Operations were expanded to three days a week, with volunteer support
from Oahu Church of Christ and Metro Christian Church. Daily meal distribution increased from 20 in 2022,
to 50-170 in 2023, depending on the season.

Kahala Nui Bag Distribution
In December, Palama Settlement distributed 300 holiday bags provided by Kahala Nui. These bags, filled
with groceries, hygiene kits, and small gifts, were delivered to senior residents at
Ka‘ahumanu, Lanakila, Kamehameha, and other local care homes, spreading joy and support during the
holiday season.



R e c r e a t i o n  &  E d u c a t i o n

Kupuna & Adult Activities
Programs for seniors included watercolor, tai chi, sewing, journaling, Zumba, and more, engaging
roughly 300 participants in 2023. Pickleball, particularly popular among middle-aged
and elderly members, expanded to beginner and intermediate classes, with additional support from a
USA Pickleball grant for youth classes.

Pakolea Sports
Pakolea Sports continued its mission of promoting youth development through seasonal programs in
football, basketball, and volleyball. Football engaged 150 youth, offering both flag and tackle options and
hosting family bonding events like the “Turkey Poi Bowl.” Basketball and volleyball programs served 140
and 154 participants, respectively. The program’s mentorship component remained imperative, fostering
leadership and interpersonal skills among participants.

Tutoring Center
Launched in 2023, the Tutoring Center transformed the old library into a modern classroom equipped
with laptops and a digital projector. Serving K-12 students, the hub provided tutoring services that
boosted academic confidence.

Digital Arts Department
In 2023, the Digital Arts Department expanded to 17 classes, hosting 548 participants across three
semesters. Programs included animation, coding, robotics, and graphic design, with a
focus on cross-disciplinary learning and individualized instruction. Highlights included the participation
of the LEGO robotics team, “The Magmatic Marshmallows,” in their first district tournament.

Aquatics
The pool remained a hub of community activity, hosting swimming lessons, aqua aerobics, lifeguard
training, and the Palama Aquatic Club’s first Water Polo team. The focus on water safety and accessibility
continued to benefit participants of all ages.



Recreation
$889,710.00

Educational Services
$704,961.00

Administration
$595,877.00

Community Services
$340,992.00

Fund Development
$184,909.00

Food Distribution and Pantry
$164,840.00

F I N A N C I A L  S T A T E M E N T

TOTAL 
EXPENSES

$3,046,404.00

R E V E N U E :
C o n t r i b u t i o n s  &  G r a n t s

P r o g r a m  S e r v i c e  Fe e s

F a c i l i t i e s  a n d  L e a s e  Re n t a l

M i s c .  I n c o m e

O t h e r  C o n t r i b u t i o n s :

S c h o l a r s h i p s

E X P E N S E S :
R e c r e a t i o n

E d u c a t i o n a l  S e r v i c e s

C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e s

F o o d  D i s t r i b u t i o n  a n d  P a n t r y

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

F a c i l i t i e s

F u n d  D e v e l o p m e n t

S c h o l a r s h i p s

$ 8 8 9 , 7 1 0 . 0 0

7 0 4 , 9 6 1 . 0 0

$ 3 4 0 , 9 9 2 . 0 0

$ 1 6 4 , 8 4 0 . 0 0

$ 5 9 5 , 8 7 7 . 0 0

$ 7 3 , 2 3 6 . 0 0

$ 1 8 4 , 9 0 9 . 0 0

9 1 , 8 7 9 . 0 0

3 , 0 4 6 , 4 0 4 . 0 0

3 , 0 1 9 , 5 7 6 . 0 0

1 , 7 9 8 , 6 0 0 . 0 0

7 2 , 0 1 6 . 0 0

$ 1 , 0 4 1 , 1 3 6 . 0 0

$ 2 , 9 2 5 . 0 0

1 3 , 0 2 0 . 0 0

9 1 , 8 7 9 . 0 0

Facilities
$73,236.00



P A L A M A  S E T T L E M E N T
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W A Y S  T O  D O N A T E

C O N T A C T  U S

BY MAIL: Mail to 810 N. Vineyard Blvd. Honolulu, HI 96817

ONLINE: Visit our website at www.palamasettlement.org

PHONE: (808) 845-3945

FAX: (808) 847-2873

EMAIL: info@palamasettlement.org


